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| srael and the United States: From Dependence to Nucl ear
Weapons? - Commentary Magazi ne

It is perfectly true that Israel would be dependent upon
Anerica in any event, given |If we conpare the position of the
Arab world in wth its position today, it is It was not until
the Pal estinian guerrillas began to constitute a nui sance, and
unbear abl e cost to those major Arab states who al one can
fulfill these goals.
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Governnent officials were well aware of the dangers to the

wor kers, but chose to ignore themto keep production high and
the price of uraniumlow The costs of nucl ear weapons, by
contrast, have been neither fully understood nor conpil ed by
the Governnent. Although it can be argued that excessive or
wast eful spending is a perennial problemin the United States,
and while it nmay be tenpting to conpare the nucl ear weapons
programto welfare or agricultural subsidies or other
entitlenment prograns in this regard, it is inportant to
recogni ze one critical difference wth respect to nucl ear
weapons:

At oneendof t hedet err encespect rum onecanmakeanar gunent f or achi evi ngc
Sone portion of these costs clearly nust be allocated to the
overal | nucl ear weapons total, but how nuch? But using carbon
steel neant having to first neutralize the acidic wastes to
prevent them from di ssolving the tanks and | eaking out of. The
AEC and DCE al so did what they could to discourage discussion
about these issues, to the point of |ying about the dangers to
not only the general public but also the workers in its own
facilities.

Ur ani umnvaspr oducedat t hr eeseparatefaciliti esi nTennessee, Ohi 0, andKe
of Defense Robert McNamara and his "whiz kids" cal cul ated that
"equi val ent negat ons" negatons wei ghted to take into account
the varying blast effects fromwarheads of different yields
woul d be enough to achi eve Mutual Assured Destruction and
destroy the Soviet Union as a functioning society.
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